
Arend van Staalduinen
Arend ‘Art’ van Staalduinen, 91, passed away peacefully on
August 7, 2025, in Victoria, British Columbia.

Born on November 7, 1933, on the island of Rozenburg, Holland,
Art was the third of eight children—Nellie, Ina, Emmie, Casey,
Marian, Bart Jr., and Gerrit—and the first son of Bart Sr. and
Helena. In 1951, the family immigrated to Canada, initially
settling in Tabor, Alberta. Together, they worked hard, even
picking rocks from farmers’ fields to earn money. The family
later  moved  to  Red  Deer,  Alberta,  where  Art  worked  as  a
painter at the Air Force base. It was there that Art met the
love of his life, Marion (née Fairhurst).

In  1962,  Art  married  Marion,  and  the  couple  settled  in
Victoria,  BC.  Together,  they  raised  three  children:  Frank
(Lisa), parents of Melissa, Elizabeth, Cayleigh, and Annika;
Kris  (Lisa);  and  Annaliese  (Ivan),  parents  of  Adrian  and
Isabella.In 1968, Art founded Spartan Coatings in Victoria. He
devoted himself to building the company and establishing it as
a respected leader in the construction industry, specializing
in epoxy flooring. He deeply valued the community that grew
around  his  company  and  treasured  the  many  lasting
relationships  he  built  through  his  work.

Outside of work, Art found great joy in downhill skiing and
windsurfing. He spent many winters skiing in Whistler and
summers windsurfing at Nitinat Lake with his close friends Ron
and  Dick.  Among  their  many  shared  adventures,  a  standout
memory was the month-long camper van trip that Art and Dick
took from Victoria all the way to the southern tip of Baja,
Mexico, in search of great windsurfing.

Art also found great joy in the simple rhythms of life. He
especially loved his daily walks along Cadboro Bay Beach,
where he could take in the fresh air and the beauty of the
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ocean.

Art is survived by his beloved wife, Marion; his children
Frank, Kris, and Annaliese; and six cherished grandchildren.
He  was  predeceased  by  his  parents  and  four  of  his
siblings—Nellie,  Emmie,  Casey,  and  Marian.

Art will be remembered as a kind and gentle man with a true
zest for life. He made the most of his time with family and
friends, always brought a warm sense of humour, and was known
to say with a laugh, “If you ain’t Dutch, you ain’t much!”

He leaves behind lasting memories and will be deeply missed by
family and friends.

A Celebration of Art’s Life will be held at a later date. An
announcement with details will follow.

Condolences may be offered to the family below.
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