
Dr.  Robert  (Ted)  Edmund
Musgrave Lee, M.D., F.R.C.S.,
F.A.C.S.
With daughters Shannon and Lesley by his side, our beloved Dad
passed away peacefully on January 8, 2012. Ted was predeceased
by wife, Thelma; sons, Robert (Bob) and William (Bill) and
brother, Patrick. He is survived by daughters, Shannon/Richard
and Lesley/Randy; grandchildren, Phillip/Julianne, Carmen and
Joshua; sisters-in-law Evelyn and Mary and nieces and nephews.

Born in Winnipeg in 1927, Ted spent his childhood in the
farming  community  of  Gilbert  Plains,  Manitoba.  After  high
school graduation he went on to the University of Manitoba
where he completed Medical school. Working as an intern in
Portage la Prairie one summer, Ted met our Mom ,Thelma, a
golden haired piano student who captured his heart. The two
were married in 1952.

Ted practised medicine in Saskatchewan and Manitoba before
bringing the family to Terrace in 1956, then a rugged up and
coming BC forestry town. He returned to the University of
Manitoba  to  specialize  in  surgery.  Upon  obtaining  his
fellowship, Ted returned to Terrace as a General Surgeon where
he had his practise until 1987. It a was a very busy and
rewarding career that allowed him to come to know and help
many of the town’s population. Many a time he was woken in the
night to tend to an emergency and family outings were often
preceded with a house call while mom, four kids and the family
Saint  Bernard  waited  in  the  station  wagon.  He  was  also
dedicated to bringing and maintaining Mills Memorial Hospital
to the highest of standards.

Ted  was  very  involved  civically  in  Terrace  in  music  and
education.  He  served  on  the  school  board  for  many  years,
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ultimately as chairman. He was also on the committee that laid
the foundation for the Northwest Community College. Early on,
he was part of a group that brought classical music concerts
to Terrace. Once on the school board he made sure a band
program was created. He was also was determined to bring a
fine arts theatre to Terrace. For his contribution to the
school board and music in the area, the theatre was named in
his honour as the REM Lee Theatre.
As for hobbies, Ted, though a prairie boy had a passion for
the sea and taught himself to sail. He later had a small cabin
cruiser that he navigated to Kitimat from Vancouver and where
the  family  enjoyed  many  Sunday  afternoons  on  the  Douglas
Channel. Both Mom and Dad had a penchant for travel, visiting
Europe, Asia and Africa and encouraged us to do the same.

After Ted retired from his medical practise in 1987, he and
Thelma moved to Victoria. Ted worked as a medical consultant
for the Worker’s Compensation Board for five years after which
he retired for good. Both he and Thelma were avid Symphony
goers and took in many other musical performances in Victoria
and Vancouver.

Our Dad’s’ final year was spent in Parkwood Manor in Victoria
where he received wonderful care and kindness. Our deepest
thanks to all of the staff.

A Celebration of Ted’s life will take place in the Spring in
Terrace  BC.  A  private  family  ceremony  will  take  place  to
scatter his ashes at sea.

When  Ted  retired  from  practise,  the  REM  Lee  Hospital
Foundation was set up for improvements to and equipment for
the Mills Memorial Hospital. If you wish, donations in his
memory may be made to the Foundation or to a charity of your
choice. Condolences may be offered to the family below.
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