
Frances Elizabeth Benton
On September 2, 2014, Betty left us to join her husband,
Frank, who has been waiting for her for over 42 years. She
leaves her son, Alan of Nanaimo; her daughter, Frances of Mill
Bay and her niece/daughter, Janice Laidlaw of Victoria. She is
survived by her sisters, Mary (Maisie) Riddle of Abbeyfield
Manor  in  Victoria  and  Margaret  (Peg)  McDonald  of  Bozeman
Montana. She was predeceased by her sister, Janet Laidlaw of

Victoria in 1960. Betty was born on March 20th, 1915 to Robert
and Janet Grimes in Revelstoke BC.  At the age of 12, she
moved with her family to Nelson BC.  At 18, she enrolled in
the  Royal  Jubilee  Hospital  School  of  Nursing,  graduating
in1937. While working in her chosen profession, she met and
married Dr. John Malcolm MacKinnon in 1939. In 1942 Betty
delivered her son Alan at the Royal Jubilee Hospital. Her
marriage broke up soon after and she divorced Dr. MacKinnon in
1945. After her divorce, Betty enrolled in the University of
British Columbia where she completed her Registered Nursing
Degree in 1946. Soon after her graduation, she was hired as
the school nurse for the Oak Bay School Board, a position she
held until 1953. In 1952 Betty met and married Frank William
Benton of Victoria and in 1953, she delivered their daughter,
Frances  Mary  Benton,  once  again  at  Jubilee  Hospital.  She
retired and spent the next 19 years as a stay at home mother
and wife. Frank Benton died of a cardiac arrest in 1972 and
Betty never showed romantic interest in any man for the rest
of her life. Betty was a dedicated member of the congregation
of the Anglican Church of St. Mary the Virgin in Oak Bay for
the past 56 years. She wrote an early history of St. Mary’s.
 For many years she was a member of the choir and was loved
and admired by many of her fellow parishioners. She was a
staunch  ally  and  friend  to  those  she  admired  and  an
unrelenting  opponent  of  those  she  did  not,  especially  an
ersatz  German  “Baron”  who  dared  to  try  and  appropriate  a
treasured property of the Anglican Church Women. Many will

https://www.mccallgardens.com/obituaries/frances-elizabeth-benton/


fondly remember Betty’s many kindnesses and mourn her passing.

A funeral service will be held at St Mary’s Anglican Church on

Elgin Road in Oak Bay on Thursday, September 11th , 2014 at 11
am.   Come  and  help  us  celebrate  a  life  well  lived.  
Condolences  may  be  offered  to  the  family  below.
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