Glen Thomas Atkinson

Glen Atkinson passed away suddenly at home on December 28,
2014, leaving behind his wife of 54 years, Patricia; his sons,
Michael (Marlys) and Peter (Lorinda); daughter, Maureen
(Mike); granddaughter, Shanae; grandsons, Kieran, Graham, and
Finn and his brother, Brian and sister, Susan.

What a full life Glen led! He was a native Victorian, living
here nearly his entire life. He earned his BSC at UBC, where
he met Patricia, and was soon teaching biology at Oak Bay High
School in a career full of high points. He coached Reach for
the Top, including the 1968 team that won the Canadian
championship, and also coached successful girls’ basketball
teams. He became a Mr. Chips of 0Oak Bay and was greatly loved
by the over 7,000 students he taught or had in his home room
during his 36 years at the school. He never failed to notice a
new haircut and greeted students he encountered in the halls.
He excelled in the classroom, inspiring many students to
pursue careers related to biology, and was considered by many
students to be their favourite teacher.

Glen brought the family of five to Northern Queensland,
Australia in 1974, where both he and Pat taught for two years.
Aussie friends have visited them in Victoria every year since.
A three month backpacking trip home through Southeast Asia
(with the kids) kicked off a lifetime of adventure travel for
Glen and Pat. Together, the two visited far-flung places such
as Zanzibar and Papua New Guinea, spending time in tropical
rain forests (where they could add to their bird count) and
connecting with fellow travellers and local inhabitants
wherever they went.

Glen was blessed with a beautiful tenor voice and was a singer
throughout his 1life. He won trophies at the Victoria
Performing Arts Festival as a boy, sang solos at UBC,
performed in musicals and sang solos at Oak Bay High School.
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He was a member of the Arion Male Voice Choir and enjoyed his
practices and performances with the Grandview Quartet/Trio
over the last 10 years.

Glen retired from teaching in 1996 and spent the next eight
years mentoring student teachers through the UVic Education
program. On retirement he also began a life full of new
activities. He became a master wood turner, a member of a wood
turner’s guild, and a wood turning teacher at the Juan de Fuca
seniors centre. Interested in photography throughout his life,
he became more keen in retirement, learning techniques with
the camera and also with Photoshop.

Glen loved to keep up with his many lifelong friends. He and
his wife Pat hosted many memorable parties over the years,
including their annual musical Christmas Eve party for family
and friends. Glen had a great capacity for love and adored his
wife, children and grandchildren. Glen lived life truly and
deeply and will be greatly missed by his family and the many
other people whose lives he enriched.

There will be a celebration of Glen’s life at Centennial
United Church, 612 David St, Victoria, BC on Saturday, January
10, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers, please consider a
donation to a charity of your choice. Condolences may be
offered to the family below.
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