
John Alfred (Jack) Shipley
With great sadness that we announce the death of John
(Jack)  Shipley.  He  leaves  his  loving  family;  wife
Nancy,  children  Ian  (Christine)  and  Heather,  and

grandchildren Bryan, Lynda, Amanda and Tanya. He also leaves
Nancy’s children and grandchildren, and so many friends, all
who loved him dearly.

He  will  be  remembered  by  his  surviving  siblings  Audrey
(Harry), George (Louise), Barbara and Arlene, as well as many
nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by Don, Margaret and
Russell and his parents George and Ruby.

Known to many as Jack, he lived a very full life. Born in
Victoria, he graduated from Oak Bay High (1951).  He was a
talented rugby player, a bass drummer in the Canadian Scottish
Regt.  and  an  accomplished  gardener.  He  was  a  certified
automotive mechanic and could repair almost anything.

In his professional life, he was called John, a well respected
firefighter.

He served 31 years in the Victoria Fire Department, retiring
in 1992 as a Battalion Chief.

He was instrumental in the restoration of the 1896 Waterous
steam pumper and obtained a Steam engineers ticket to operate
it. On retirement, Jack turned his attention and dedication to
restoring antique apparatus from the Department’s past. He was
one of the founding members of the Victoria Fire Department
Historical Society.  Together, they spent many hours restoring
the  department’s  antique  vehicles  and  memorabilia.  The
“Steamer” and several trucks have been prominent in Victoria
Day parades and have travelled extensively in Canada and the
United States, promoting Victoria tourism.

For those who knew Jack, his real passion was fishing. Jack
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will be most remembered as the consummate fisherman.  His
lifelong enjoyment and expertise as a commercial and sports
fisher  made  him  a  legend  on  the  waters  off  Oak  Bay  and
Bamfield.  There, he spent many happy hours in the Drift-
Fisher bucktailing for Coho or jigging and trolling for Spring
Salmon.

A  Celebration  of  Life  will  be  held  at  2:00pm  at  McCall
Gardens, 4665 Falaise Drive, Victoria, BC on Saturday, April
1, 2017.

Donations in Jack’s name may be made to the Canadian Diabetic
Association.

Condolences may be offered to the family below.
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