
John Daniel Runkle
John  was  born  in  Vancouver  on  October  11,  1917  and  died
peacefully in Victoria on Friday, December 4, 2009. He is
survived by his loving wife, Louise (nee Ogilvie) of Ottawa;
his elder son, John and daughter-in-law Susan of Fairfield,
Iowa; his younger son, David of Victoria and two grandsons,
Andrew  and  Nicholas.  He  is  also  survived  by  two  sisters,
Priscilla Statt of Vancouver and Penny Burd of Denman Island
as well as many nieces and nephews in Victoria, Vancouver,
Calgary, Toronto, Ottawa and New England.

John graduated in Metallurgical Engineering from UBC in 1940
and served the war years in the RCAF, including England and
Europe  as  Technical  Officer  with  several  Spitfire  wings,
attaining  the  rank  of  Squadron  Leader.  He  received  an
honourable mention in the King’s Birthday Honour List for
distinguished service.

After the war, he joined Alcan and spent his entire business
career  in  sales  and  marketing  management  in  Vancouver,
Australia  and  Montreal,  with  special  responsibility  for
international marketing of Alcan ingot products. He retired
from Alcan in 1980.

He moved to Victoria in 1976 in a consulting role with Alcan
but with time to develop a 230 acre family property at Henry
Bay on Denman Island. The property, known as Komas Ranch, is
now owned by twenty families each with a 1/20th interest and a
waterfront  site  on  which  each  shareholder  has  built  a
retirement or holiday home. The balance of the waterfront,
enclosing the high wooded bluff at the extreme north end, has
been left in its wild natural state as well as a long sandy
spit known as Long Beak Point.

He was a founding member of Victoria Probus, a past Director
of the SPCA and the Victoria Chamber of Commerce. He enjoyed
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tennis,  fishing,  woodcarving  and  bridge,  and  was  a  high
handicap member of the Victoria Golf Club.

A memorial service will be held at ST. LUKE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH,
3821 Cedar Hill Cross Road, Victoria, BC on Saturday, December
12, 2009 at 1:30 p.m. Flowers are gratefully declined but for
those so wishing, a donation in his memory could be made to
your favourite charity. The family wishes to thank the staff
at St. Charles Manor as well as Dr. Inman for their excellent
care and support.


