
John Richard (Dick) Marshall
Dick Marshall was born in Alberni BC and lived in many parts
of Vancouver Island while growing up in logging camps. He
spent two summers working on a tugboat and a further seven
working in forest ecology research. He settled in Victoria
after graduating with a BSc in Biology as part of UVIC’s first
graduating class of 1964 with further studies in hydrology. He
spent a summer working as a boatman on the BC Surveyor in the
Queen Charlotte Islands before beginning his long career with
the BC Civil Service. Those years included positions relating
to  Climatology,  Resource  Inventory,  Director  of  Computer
Services and of Air Management. Later he became Executive
Director,  responsible  for  Ministry  Management  Services
(Finance,  Personnel,  Transportation,  Computing  Services,
Communication,  Environmental  Laboratory  and  Surveys  and
Mapping).

Dick held an amateur radio license since 1958, making many
contacts around the world. He was a Queen Scout in his youth
and later a leader of his son’s Cub and Scout troops. He also
served Scouts Canada as a Regional Board Member and President.

His passion for boating and sailing started with fishing and
cruising with his parents on their home-built boat ‘Kokanee’. 
As a member of the Maple Bay Yacht Club where he spent his
teenage  years,  sailing  was  a  lifetime  passion.  Local  and
offshore racing, offshore boat deliveries, boat building and
cruising  up  and  down  the  west  coast  on  their  Moody  33
(‘Circe’) was part of life for the Marshalls. Dick introduced
his kids to skiing. Woodworking was another hobby he enjoyed
on his hobby farm.

After over 35 years of public service, Dick retired and took
courses in Marine Technology and worked briefly in the marine
industry.
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Dick and Ruth enjoyed many travels to Great Britain, Europe,
and the Caribbean, and with much of Canada and the US in
various RVs. Highlights were a voyage to Antarctica with his
son and visiting his daughter while she was at school in New
Zealand.

In his later years, Dick’s ever-present canine sidekicks were
Keji and Tara, both Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers.

Dick was predeceased by his daughter Kory and his two sisters.
Remaining are his wife of 59 years, Ruth, daughter Katherine
and son Ken, his three grandsons and a great grandson.

Condolences may be offered to the family below.
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