
Laurence Jack Colyer Walker
April 19th, 1923 – October 16th, 2011

Laurence Walker, husband of Gwendolyn, father of Wendy and
Iain,  brother  of  Noel,  Kathleen,  Nancy  and  David,  and
grandfather of Jessica and Madeline, passed away peacefully in
Victoria after a short illness.

Laurie was born in Long Eaton, England and moved to the U.S.
at the age of 6. Early in World War II, at age 18, he joined
the Royal Canadian Navy. Retiring after 25 years, he joined
the Canadian Foreign Service, serving a further 20 years at
diplomatic postings in Europe and Asia. He and Gwen loved
travelling  and  thoroughly  embraced  the  culture  of  the
countries  in  which  they  lived,  instilling  their  great
enthusiasm for the world and its people in their children and
grandchildren.  He  recorded  many  events  and  escapades  from
these years with deftly drawn and hilarious cartoons that are
now part of the family archives. After 50 nomadic years in
service to Canada, Laurie and Gwen chose Victoria as their
retirement home, enjoying their friends, the natural beauty of
the island, and the best weather in the nation. Laurie had an
encyclopaedic knowledge of military and world history which,
combined with a unique perspective on life, a wicked sense of
humor, and a great sense of fairness, gave him great respect,
admiration and love from his family, friends and colleagues.
He was a truly decent and wonderful man. We will miss him so
much.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Prostate Cancer
Canada,  the  BCSPCA,  or  to  a  charity  of  your  choice.
Condolences  may  be  offered  to  the  family  at
www.mccallbros.com.
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