
Marie Ray
Marie was born in Cleator Moor in the English Lake District.
Most of her relatives were hill sheep farmers though Edgar
Vincent, her father was a joiner, and Hilda Birkett, her
mother was a schoolteacher and outspoken local councillor.
Marie was the third of four children – the other three all
boys. Marie read history and politics and then education
1953-1957 at the University of Manchester where she met
Michael. She entered the Catholic Church in 1957. Marie and
Michael emigrated to Canada and married in Montreal in 1957.

Marie taught school until Jane, the first of their three
children, was born. Marie’s many hobbies included theatre,
concerts, opera and cross-country rambling. She was an avid
reader of biographies and historical novels. She and Michael
travelled the six continents, visited Antarctica and enjoyed
many cruises. Marie was also well known for her smart outfits.
She was a dedicated mother, and always joyful, practical,
generous, and ready to help others. She was very devout,
teaching in RCIA and serving as a Minister of the Eucharist.
She worked on her family history but had yet to write it up
when she suffered strokes, Parkinson’s disease and dementia
which she bore with patient fortitude and good humour. She was
lovingly cared for to the end at Sidney Care Home.

She is survived by Michael, their three children: Jane,
Jonathan and Juliet: and their five grandchildren: Jasmine,
Olivia, Marc-Antoine, Nicolas and Madeleine.

A service will take place at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish,
849 Old Esquimalt Road, on May 7th, 2026, with a burial to
follow at Royal Oak Burial Park immediately after.

Condolences may be offered to the family below.
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