
Martin Keith Payne
Martin, beloved father, friend, and little brother was taken

from us on July 8th, 2019 with much life yet to live. A kind
and gentle man, he had a happy life and was dearly loved and
cherished by his family and close friends. Marty was raised in
Gordon Head with his three siblings by loving parents, Ross
and  Winifred  Payne,  and  was  proud  of  his  family’s  local
pioneer heritage in Goldstream dating back to the 1880’s.
Nicknamed ‘Smarty Marty’ for his goofy charm, he was a fun-
loving  kid  whose  joy  for  life,  eternal  optimism,  and
compassion for all people remained with him and never failed
to bring happiness into our lives. He fondly recalled family
stories  of  fishing  and  skiing  trips  with  his  grandad  and
cousins as a child, as well as many camping trips and outdoor
activities with his parents and siblings. Marty had a great
love and respect for his family, as well as a keen interest in
the family history, acting as a guardian to the trove of old
family photos. He loved photography, fulfilling the role of
yearbook photographer while studying at Mount Doug High, and
as a husband and father capturing nearly all the family photos
as well as many cherished home videos.

Marty worked a number of years at the plywood mill in Victoria
before switching to courier work, eventually landing his long-
term  employment  with  BC  Mail  Plus  which  he  enjoyed,
appreciating the many friendly personalities he came to meet
on the job. After meeting his long-time sweetie, Catherine, he
had the perfect adventure companion, going on trips together
and raising two very loved daughters over the course of 32
years. A great lover of the peace and beauty of nature (as
well as some good sun rays), Marty spent much of his time
outdoors. As a young man, he became an adept windsurfer, as
well as skiing and dirt-biking with friends and family, and
his often talked of trip to Hawaii for surfing and sun. He
loved tennis and badminton matches, referring to his father’s
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skill  with  the  games  and  his  ability  to  wear  Marty  out
completely without moving anything but his right arm. As a
father, Marty took on hiking, mountain biking, and hockey,
playing with a local team for a number of years, improving
from an average skater to a key offensive player in no time.

Family meant everything to Marty- his care and devotion to us
was  unconditional.  There  were  countless  family  trips  and
outings- hiking around the Kludahk, biking in the local woods
and fields, fishing for seaweed at McKenzie Bight, ski trips
to Mount Washington, travel through Europe, the UK, Australia,
and Hawaii- all made memorable by his happy light-hearted
nature and his ability to turn our frowns upside-down. Marty
was a truly good person, his thoughtfulness and ability to
bring  positivity  and  humour  into  the  lives  of  all  he
encountered  was  a  momentous  gift  for  which  he  will  be
remembered. He could always make a goofy dance move or some
strange impersonation, bring up an old inside joke or sing an
incredibly high note to bring a smile to our lives. We will
dearly miss you, Marty, you are our sunshine.

Predeceased by his dear parents Ross and Winifred Payne and
his older brother Richard Payne. Left to continue his memory
are his loving daughters Calla and Jessica, former wife and
long-time friend Catherine, cherished life-long best friend
Ian, dear sis Colleen and husband Rod, brother Brian and wife
Wendy, and his many extended family members.

A Private Celebration of Life is being held.

Condolences and memories of Marty will be gratefully received
below.
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