Michael Baxendale

Michael passed away peacefully in Victoria, British Columbia
on January 13, 2017 at the age of 79. He was born in England
in Brighouse, Yorkshire, on September 27, 1937. He 1is
predeceased by his father, Stanley and mother, Dora. Michael
is lovingly remembered by his children, Dean, Bradley, Alison
and Jason; grandchildren, Cameron, Calvin, Sarah, Shaelee,
Andrew and Elliott; his sister, Greeba, brothers, David,
Richard and James.

In England, Michael attended King Edward 6th Grammar School in
Chelmsford, Essex. He was an excellent athlete and a member
of the school’s soccer and swim team. In 1953, Michael
immigrated with his family to Canada. Carrying on his family’s
legacy of military service, he joined the Royal Canadian
Regiment (RCR) and was assigned to the Mobile Strike Force.
In 1959, he began his long career in the newspaper and
publishing business. In the 1960’s, he worked in sales for
Weekend Magazine where he soon became Managing Director.
Michael also headed the book division of The Montreal Star
(Infocor, which was transitioned to Optimum Publishing in
1975). Michael acquired Optimum Publishing from Thompson
Publishing in 1980 and continued to publish many authors late
into his life.

Books like Fred Bruemmer’s The Arctic and Children of the
North, Margo Oliver’s Most Treasured Recipes, Gregory Clark
Classics, and others were among his many accomplishments. He
also covered The FLQ crisis, The OKA uprising and as a
journalist, covered the first Iraq war. Michael and Craig
MacLaine were two of the first journalists to witness The
Highway to Hell.

Aside from literature, sailing and fly fishing were his two
favorite pastimes. He was never more at home than when he was
enjoying adventures on the rivers, lakes and oceans.


https://www.mccallgardens.com/obituaries/michael-baxendale/

Special thanks to the hospital staff at the Royal Jubilee
Hospital and the Victoria General Hospital who helped care for
him in the last month of his life.

Cremation was January 18" at Royal Oak Crematorium in Victoria,
BC. A celebration of life will take place in Victoria,
British Columbia and Ontario in the Spring.

“We are so lightly here. It is in love that we are made and in
love we disappear” Leonard Cohen.

Condolences may be offered to the family below.
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