
Michael Edward Fox
Michael, a kind, thoughtful, considerate man, died gently, on
June 24, 2021, at his chosen time, at home in Victoria BC,
surrounded by the love of his wife of 55 years, Ann and
daughter Julie (Tom Rooney) Stratford, ON. Born in Kirkburton,
Yorkshire, England,  October 18, 1938. Predeceased by his
sister  Linda.  Survived  by  sister  Judith,  England,  brother
Robin (Jenny) Texas, his many in-laws, nieces and nephews in
BC, Ontario, Texas and England and several English cousins.

He  immigrated  to  Canada  in  1962  to  attend  Mount  Allison
University,  NB.  For  30  years  he  worked  as  a  respected
environmental scientist at Canada Centre for Inland Waters,
Burlington  Ontario,  studying  contaminants  in  our  water.
Mentoring  young  scientists  gave  him  immense  pleasure.   A
sabbatical year in 1987 at the Water Quality Centre in NZ was
pivotal in his career; he made many new friends and got a
taste  for  life  in  a  moderate  climate  without  mosquitoes!
Retirement to Victoria in 1997 was the answer and he embraced
the outdoor life. Early on, he joined the View Royal Garden
Club  and  soon  found  himself  their  newsletter  editor  and
eventually president.  Over the years he opened his garden to
visitors, where they could understand why he and Ann brought
home trophies from the club’s shows. He treasured his 15 years
as a volunteer in the RBC Museum’s native plant garden, for he
loved learning and caring for their wide range of BC plants.

However,  his  weekly  highlight  (aside  from  Saturday’s  G&M
cryptic  crossword)  revolved  around  planning,  leading  and
reporting on hikes for an eclectic, beloved group of outdoor
enthusiasts,  self-labelled  ‘the  Eccentrics’.  He  strived  to
have very few duplicate hikes throughout the year and every
Monday  they  headed  out  rain  or  shine.  It  was  a  mutual
admiration  society.

He was a fine woodworker, a raconteur, an intellectual, a

https://www.mccallgardens.com/obituaries/michael-edward-fox/


voracious reader, an opera and theatre lover who enjoyed craft
beer, scotch and could bake a photo-worthy soufflé.

A green burial was a natural choice for him to make. It was
held on June 30, 2021 at Royal Oak Burial Park Victoria,
followed by an outdoor celebration of his life in Gorge Park.
The BC Cancer Centre, the dedicated Community nurses Cindy,
Meredith,  and  cohorts,  the  aptly  named  Hospice  Palliative
Response Team, supportive family, friends and neighbours, all
helped fulfill his wish to live as long and comfortably as
possible and die at home.

Ancient  Forest  Alliance  was  a  favourite  cause  of  his.
ancientforestalliance.org

Condolences may be offered to the family below.
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