Neil Alexander Swainson

Neil Alexander Swainson passed peacefully into his maker’s
care on Saturday February 21st, 2009, in his 90th year. Neil
was born and raised in Victoria, B.C. and began his teaching
career in Creston, B.C. He returned to Victoria where he
taught at Victoria High School before moving to the Provincial
Normal School and eventually the University of Victoria. Neil
graduated from the University of British Columbia with a B.A.,
B.Ed., and M.A. in history and was awarded a Ph.D. 1in
political science from Stanford University. Neil became the
first political science professor at the University of
Victoria where he continued to impact generations of
Victorians. Neil authored several books including Conflict
over the Columbia and along with colleagues, The Reins of
Power. Neil was an advisor to both provincial and federal
governments and spent over ten years as a municipal councillor
in Oak Bay, his home for over 50 years. Neil was a lifelong
member of First United Church, now First Metropolitan United
Church. He was an active member of the community, a walker, a
rugby fan, a teacher and a lifelong student. He will be
greatly missed. Neil is survived by his loving wife Aldyth,
his sons John (Linda, children: Alexa, Ian and Erica), Neil
(wife Anna, son Luca), Andrew (Laura, children: Harris and
Rachel), and Donald (Tracy, children: Alexander and
Katherine). The family wishes to thank Dr. David Brook and the
staff of James Bay Care Center, 2nd floor, for the excellent
care they provided to Neil in his final years. A memorial
service will be held at First Metropolitan United Church this
Friday, the 27th of February at 2:30 p.m. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the Alzheimer Society,
www.alzheimer.ca or telephone: 1-800-667-3742 or to First
Metropolitan. Neil will be remembered as a gentle, principled,
and courteous husband, father and friend.
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