Noel Thomas Gantly

It is with great sadness that we announce that Noel Thomas
Gantly, father, grandfather, uncle, and friend to so many,
passed away Friday evening, April 26th, 2019. Noel was born on
December 14th, 1928 in Drumsna, Country Leitrim, Ireland. When
he was still a toddler, his family moved to Dublin, and
eventually Dad was one of ten children born to his parents
Nora, a former schoolteacher, and Thomas, a police captain.

As a young man, he entered the seminary with the intention of
becoming a Catholic priest. He studied abroad in Belgium but
eventually decided on a life outside of the priesthood. He had
become an accomplished pianist and organist, and moved to
Canada in the early 1960’'s to pursue a career as a teacher. He
married his sweetheart Peggy in Terrace, B.C. Peggy was born
and raised in Dublin and had been introduced to Dad by some
mutual friends.

They moved to Ontario where Dad eventually earned his Master’s
Degree in education and had his first teaching jobs. They
settled in Ottawa where they had two children, Moira and Mel,
before moving back to Prince George, B.C., in 1971, where Dad
taught at Lakewood High School.

In 1974, the family moved to Duncan on Vancouver Island where
Dad had been hired as a music teacher at Alexander Elementary
School. Two years later, they moved to a new, bigger home in
Cobble Hill. His gifts as both a musician and teacher came to
the attention of the University of Victoria School of
Education and in 1978, he began teaching there, commuting all
the way from Cobble Hill every day for more than a year.

In 1980, they moved to Victoria so that Dad could be closer to
work, and Peggy and the children settled into their new lives
in a bigger city. Dad worked the rest of his career at UVic,
except for a couple of years in the early 1990’'s where he
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taught in Kelowna. In 1985, he earned his PhD in Education
from Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah, and after he
retired in 1993, a scholarship in his name was established at
UVic. Some years later, Noel and Peggy moved to Coquitlam,
B.C. to be near Moira and her husband Steve and help care for
their two young girls. Peggy died in 2006, and Dad spent nine
more years on the mainland before moving to Victoria in 2015
to be close to Mel, after Moira and Steve moved their family
to England.

Throughout his life, liturgical music was a calling to which
Dad was fully devoted, directing choirs and music at churches
wherever the family settled.

Dad’s strong heart, love for his family, sense of humour,
passion for teaching, and devotion to his faith helped him
reach the incredible age of 90. He had a very full life and
will be lovingly remembered by his family, friends and former
students, near and far. He was predeceased by his dear wife,
Peggy; siblings, Joe, Nuala, Cormac, Enda, Brendan, Maureen,
Declan and Carmel, and is survived by his children, Moira and
her husband Steve, Mel and his partner Jess, and his beloved
granddaughters, Emma, Aine and Annie.

Our family wishes to express its immense gratitude to each and
every member of the care team at The Heights at Mt. View,
where Dad spent his last few months. The kindness, compassion,
respect and love with which they treated him was extraordinary
and made his last days the most comfortable, dignified and
peaceful as possible.

A Funeral Mass was held on April 30th at St. Andrew’s
Cathedral in Victoria, B.C. We thank those who were able to
attend, and are also grateful to those who couldn’t but who
shared with us their good wishes, love and fond memories of
Dad.

Condolences may be offered to the family below.
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