Ray Willie Nelson

December 4, 1927 — April 22, 2012
Regimental # 15188

Ray passed away peacefully at Mt. St. Mary Hospital on April
22, 2012 following a lengthy illness. Ray was delivered by his
grandmother at Sec.32-Tp.34-Rge.4.-W.2 Sturgis, Saskatchewan
in the family farm house. He was predeceased by his parents
Henry and Elsie Nelson, his wife Beverley, infant son (Bella
Coola, B.C.), brothers Hilding and Norman and sister, Sadie.
Ray is survived by his wife Pearl and his loving sons, Greg
(Jennifer) and Ian (Tony). Also surviving Ray are siblings
Lorraine (Jack Harder), Russell (Marie), Morris
(Darlene), and Elaine (the late Bud Cook), and
grandchildren Peter (Kathryn and great-
granddaughter, Maia), Heather, Colleen, Pamela
and Patrick. Ray will also be remembered by
numerous nieces and nephews and by Pearl’s
family.

After leaving home, at the age of 16, Ray worked his way west,
logging in The Queen Charlottes and Port Alberni before
joining the RCMP. Ray was a proud member of the RCMP, serving
in many small communities in B.C. and retired at the rank of
Staff Sergeant in 1974. In his formative years, Ray was often
the only police officer in the community to depend on. A
career with the Attorney General’s Ministry followed until
1988. He has remained active with the Victoria RCMP Veteran’s
Association and with the Sons of Norway. Ray was extremely
proud of his Norwegian heritage. He was a skilled and
determined man, stubborn and proud. He was a great friend to
many. The family would like to thank all Ray’s friends and
family for their support over the years, and to the staff of
8th Floor at RJH, and most recently the caring staff of Mt.
St. Mary Hospital.
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A celebration of Ray’s life will be held at MCCALL BROS.
FLORAL CHAPEL, 1400 Vancouver Street at Johnson
Street, Victoria, BC V8V 3V3 on Saturday April 28, 2012 at 2
p.m. Flowers are gratefully declined. For those wishing to do
so, contributions in Ray’s memory may be made to The Prostate
Centre, 100 — 1900 Richmond Road, Victoria, B.C V8R 4R2.
Condolences may be offered below.
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