
Richard Craig Sommerville
Richard Craig Sommerville, born March 6, 1925,
to Richard and Mary Sommerville (nee Allan) in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, died peacefully September
22, 2021, in Sidney, BC.

He is survived by his beloved and loving wife, Isabel (née
Crackel) (Savignac); his four daughters: Heather Sommerville
of Vancouver; Janet Sommerville (Frank Baldry) of Saskatoon
(Mike, Tom, and Katie); Kathi Christenson (Brian) of Winnipeg
(Janelle and Todd); Margie Campbell (Glen) of Winnipeg (Adam
and Elizabeth); and eight great-grandchildren; and Isabel’s
four children: Robert Savignac, Anne Thompson (Steven), Marc
Savignac (Elin Bergman), Suzanne Savignac (Mike Lalonde), and
her nine grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

He  was  pre-deceased  by  the  first  love  of  his  life,  best
friend,  and  soulmate,  Joan  (née  deBeer),  whom  he  met  in
Montreal in 1944 while he was in the Navy and married in
September  1949,  after  graduation  from  the  University  of
Manitoba with a degree in Civil Engineering.

They lived in Hornepayne and Toronto, Ontario, before moving
to Winnipeg in 1952. After returning to Toronto for post-
graduate  work  (MASc  1954),  Craig  worked  for  the  Greater
Winnipeg Water District and its successors, the Metropolitan
Corporation and the amalgamated City of Winnipeg, in various
capacities from Design Engineer to General Manager of Works
and  Operations,  until  1981,  when  he  and  Joan  moved  to
Victoria, BC, where Craig worked for the Capital Regional
District, retiring as Chief Engineer in 1986.

During  his  working  career,  Craig  was  active  in  many
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engineering  and  environmental  associations,  serving  as
president of the Manitoba Professional Engineers, the Western
Canada Water and Wastewater Association, the Federation of
Associations on the Canadian Environment, and as a Regional
Director of the American Water Works Association. He was proud
to have received a Nuffield Fellowship in 1966 to study water
treatment systems in the UK for six months, the AWWA Man of
the Year award in recognition of distinguished service, and
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Medal in 1977.

Craig left many monuments to his working career but he often
said that his greatest pride was shared with Joan in their
four daughters and their grandchildren.

Craig and Joan were active in curling, cross-country skiing,
camping, fishing, and travelling. They and their girls tented
all over Canada, the US, and Western Europe, and after his
retirement Craig and Joan travelled by motorhome across Canada
and into Mexico many times.

Joan’s death in April 2008 brought a sudden end to a very
happy 58-year marriage.

Who knew Craig would find a new, deep, and abiding love with
Isabel, whom he and Joan had known in Winnipeg. They married
in May 2009 and Isabel joined him to live in Sidney, BC. Craig
and Isabel were very close as they enjoyed their beautiful
ocean view or travelled together to various destinations in
North America, Europe, and Mexico.

In his later years, Craig struggled with his physical and
mental decline, necessitating many years’ stay at Rest Haven
Lodge, where he was supported and cared for daily by his
devoted wife, Isabel. A spark of that sharp engineer’s brain
and strong spirit remained until the end. In his prime, he
could pun for hours, fix any technical problem, and enjoy life
anywhere from a beach to a costume party to a formal banquet.

Craig, Dad, Dan, Gramps: We miss you! As you would say, “I had



a good run.”

The whole family is grateful to the wonderful staff at Rest
Haven Lodge in Sidney, BC, and send their thanks to all for
the care and consideration given to Craig since 2014.

No  service  by  request.  In  lieu  of  flowers,  please  commit
random acts of kindness, or make a donation to the Alzheimer
Society  of  Canada
https://alzheimer.ca/bc/en/take-action/donate or the Heart and
Stroke  Foundation  of  Canada
https://secure-support.heartandstroke.ca/                    .

Condolences may be offered to the family below.
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