
Roger Beverley Blake
Roger B. Blake was born in Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire,
England, on March 13, 1939, to Roy and Margaret Blake. He
passed away peacefully in Victoria, BC, on August 7, 2026, two
days after celebrating his 59th wedding anniversary with his
beloved wife, Leena.

Roger came to Canada with his family in September 1939 on the
last boat to leave the UK before the outbreak of war. The
family  settled  in  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan.  In  1946,  they
returned to the UK when his father was posted to the Canadian
High  Commission  as  Agriculture  Attaché.  Further  moves
followed—to Melbourne, Australia in 1950, and later to Port of
Spain, Trinidad, where Roger lived until 1957.

Roger attended the Royal Military College, where he played
soccer and football, captained the swim and water polo teams,
and  earned  the  Prince  of  Wales  Trophy  for  best  all-round
athlete  over  four  years.  He  graduated  with  a  Diploma  in
Electrical Engineering and later completed his Bachelor of
Science  in  Electrical  Engineering  at  the  University  of
Alberta.

He served three years in the RCAF as an Armament Officer with
postings in Bagotville, PQ, and Val d’Or before joining the
Trade Commissioner Service in 1965. His first posting was in
Los Angeles, where he met and married Leena. Together they
lived  around  the  world  during  postings  to  Cairo,  Rio  de
Janeiro, Perth, and Sydney. After a leave of absence, Roger
was appointed Vice President of Canadair. Upon retirement, he
and Leena returned to Perth, Western Australia.
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In Perth, Roger became the personal assistant to the Vice
Chancellor of Murdoch University, served as Chairman of two
companies, and sat on the boards of five others. He and Leena
launched a bakery franchise, establishing 17 stores in 17
months. Roger also taught English to immigrants for more than
15 years and served on the Autism Board in Perth. A lifelong
learner, he was a proud member of Mensa. In 2017, he returned
to Canada to be closer to five of his seven grandchildren
living in the United States.

Roger  fulfilled  one  of  his  greatest  ambitions—to  lead  a
diverse and meaningful career. He served in the military,
taught  English,  held  senior  government  roles,  led  in  the
private sector, and became a successful entrepreneur. He was
an avid golfer and a member of Royal Colwood Golf Club.

Roger  is  survived  by  his  devoted  wife,  Leena,  his  three
children  Andrew,  Robbie,  and  Tanja,  his  seven  cherished
grandchildren Blake, Toby, Tayla, Larry, Marcus, Addison and
Cameron, and his brother Ian.

He will be remembered for his curiosity, his generosity, his
sharp wit, his love for his family, and the deep friendships
he nurtured throughout his life.

Private family cremation arrangements are entrusted to McCall



Gardens.

Condolences may be offered below.
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This obituary is the property of the “Blake” family and may
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