Shirley Jeanette Vanderkemp

5 August 1945 — 15 May 2010

It is with immense sadness that we must announce the sudden
loss of our beloved Mom, Mother in law, Grandma, sister, Aunt,
and friend Shirley Vanderkemp.

After a tragically brief 2 month battle with lymphoma Shirley
died peacefully on a beautiful sunny Saturday afternoon while
surrounded by her loving son and daughters at the Victoria
General Hospital.

She will be profoundly missed by her children; Rod Vanderkemp
of Surrey, BC, Teresa (Mark) Svensson of Victoria, BC, and
Shauna (George) Stotts of Courtenay, BC. Her absence will also
be keenly felt by her grandchildren; Kerry Vanderkemp, Malcolm
Svensson, & Becca Stotts.

She is survived by her two older sisters; Margaret (Murray)
Shackel of Merville, BC, Winnie Smith of Oliver, BC and by her
older brother Cameron (Shirley) Smith of Abbotsford, BC.
Nieces, nephews, friends, and colleagues are also left to
mourn her sudden death.

She was a wonderful mother, loving all of her children
unconditionally & supporting them without judgments through
all of life’'s ups & downs. She was an exceptionally perfect
Grandma to her 3 grandkids, loving them tremendously &
spoiling them just the right amount.

Shirley was only 64 years young & had recently taken an early
retirement after working for 32 years as a very dedicated
employee of Zellers. While most will remember her smiling face
from the Courtenay store she had spent the last few years
working in the jewelry department at the Campbell River store.

Our Mom was the kindest, sweetest lady who lived a very simple
life. After her husband, Leo, died in 2003 she sold her house
in Merville and moved to her dream condo on the ocean 1in
Willow Point, Campbell River. She loved nothing more than to
sit on her patio along with her two feline friends, Tasha &
Queequeg, with a hot cup of tea & a good novel, enjoying her


https://www.mccallgardens.com/obituaries/shirley-jeanette-vanderkemp/

spectacular view.

Although no service has been planned Shirley’s family hope
that friends, acquaintances, & loved ones will take the time
to share any special memories or stories they have about
Shirley in the condolences section below. We would also like
to encourage you to visit the memorial page our family has set
up, “In loving memory of Shirley Vanderkemp”, at the
www.bccancerfoundation.com website. For those who wish to do
so, a donation to the BC Cancer Foundation in honour of
Shirley’s life can be made via this memorial page.

“Just like me, they long to be — close to you..”



